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ERS frem a FARMER in PENNSYLVANIA,
LETS to 1b¢/}nba5irant: of the Britifh Colonies.
L ET T E R W
Mr DEAR COUNTRYMEN, . Bt
& S ERHAPS the Obje&ion to the late

‘&% @.&y A& impofing Duties upon Paper,
) : X(.;a_;. €7c. might have been fafely refted

é P on the Arguments drawn from the
i) ] s univerfal Conduét of Parliaments

,<,;§. e and Minifters, from.Lhe firft Exif-
&d\/@ & tence of thefe Colonies to the Ad-

miniftration of Mr. Grenville.

What but the indifputable, the acknowledged ex-
clufive Right of the Colonies to tax themfelves, could
be the Reafon, that in this long Period of more than
Ore Hundred and Fifty Years, no Statute was ever
sl for the fele Purpefe of raifing a Revenue on the Co-
Jwier? And how clear, how cogent muft that Rea-
fn be, to which every Parliament, and every Mini-
ter, for fo long a Time fubmitted, without a fingle
Attempt to innovate ?

Hngland in Part of that Courfe of Years, and Great-
Britzin in other Parts, was engaged in fierce and ex-

afive Wars ; troubled with fome tumultuous and

1d Parliaments; governed by many daring and
wicked Minifters: Yet none of them ever ventured
1o touch the Palladium of American Liberty. Ambi-
tion, Avarice, Fation, Tyranny, all revered it.
Whenever it was neceffary to raife Money on the Co-
lonies, the Requifitions of the Crown were made,
and dutifully complied with. The Parliament, from
Time to Time, regulated their Trade, and that of
the reft of the Empire, to preferve their Dependencies,
and the Connexion of the whole in good Order.

The People of Great-Britain, in Support of their
Privileges, boaft much of their Antiquity ; yet it may
well be queftioned, if there is a fingle Privik:?c of a
Britip Subje&, fupported by longer, more olemn,
or more uninterrupted Teftimony, than the exclufive
Right of Taxation in thefe Colonies. The People of
Grezt-Britain confider that Kingdom as the Sovereign
of thefe Colonies, and would now annex to that So-
vereignty, a Prerogative never heard of before. How
would they bear this, was the Cafe their own ? What
would they think of a new Prerogative claimed by
the Crown ? We may guefs what their Condu¢t would
be, from the Tranfports of Paffion into which they
fell, about the late Embargo laid to relieve the moft
emergent Neceflities of State, admitting of no Delay ;
and for which there were numerous Precedents.  Let
our Liberties be treated with the fame Tendernefs,
and it is all we defire.

Explicit as the Condu& of Parliaments for fo many
Ages, is, to prove that no Money can be levied on
thefe Colonies, by Parliament, for the Purpofe of
raifing a Revenue, yet it is not the only Evidence in
our Favour. ;

Every one of the moft material Arguments againft
the Legality of the Stamp-A&, operates with equal
Force againft the A& now objected to: But as they
;rc well known, it {feems unncceffary to repeat them

ere. ; :

This general ane only fhall be confidered at pre-
fent: That tho’ thefe Colonies are dependent on
Greas-Britain; and tho’ fhe has a legal Power to
make Laws for preferving that Dependance, yet it
is not neceffary gr this Purpofe, nor effential to the
Relation between a Mother-Country and her Colo-
nies, as was eagerly contended by the Advocates for
the Stamp-Aa, that fhe fhould raife Money upon
them without their Confent.

, Coloiies were formerly planted by warlike Na-
trons, to keep their Enemies in Awe; to relieve their
Connt_ry, over-burthened with Inhabitants; or to dif-
c}ga.‘rge a Number of difcontented and troublefome
Citizens. But in more modern Ages, the Spirit of
Violence, being, in fome Meafure, 1if the Exprefion

may be allowed, fheathed in Commierce, Colonies

have been fettled by the Nations of Ewrope for the
Purpofes of Trade. “Thefe Purpofes were tobe at-
tained by the Colonies raiﬁng for the Mother-Country
thofe Things which fhe did not produce’ herfelf;
and by fupplyinig themfelves from her with Tli.in'gs
they wanted. ~Thefe were the National Obje&s in the

encement of our Colonies, and have been uni-
formly o in their Promotion. '

To anfwer thefe grand Purpofes, perfe& Liberty
was known to be neceffary ; all Hiftory proving, that
Trade.and Fregdom are nearly related to each other.
By a_due Regard to this wife and juft Plan, the In-
fed in the unknown Climates and
unexplored Wilderneffes of this new World, lived,
grew,” and flourithed. = . - 29 ¢

The Parent Country, with undeviating l"nidacg

0«

-and Virtue, attentive ‘to the firft Principles of C

*fﬁmion. drew to’ herfelf the Benefits the might rea«
onably exped, and preferved to het Children the

Bleflings on which thofe Benefits were founded. She
made Laws obliging her Colonies to carry to her all
thofe Produés which fhe  wanted for her own Ufe;
and all thofe raw Materials which fhe chofe herfelf
to work up. Befides this Reftrittion, fhe forbad
them to procure Manafafures from any other Part of
the Globe ; or, even the Produ&ls of Eurepean Coun-
tries, which-alone could rival her, without being firft
brought to her.” In fhort, by a Variety of Laws, fhe
regulated their Trade in-fuch a Manner, as they
thought moft conducive to their mutual Advantage,
and her own Welfare. A Power was referved to the
Crown of repedling any Laws that fhould be enatted.
The executive Authority of Government was lodged
in the Crown and its Reprefentatives; and an Appeal
was fecured to the Crown from all Judgements in the
Admintiftrations of Juftice. :

For all thefe Powers, eftablifhed by the Mother-

.Country over her Colonies; for all thefe immenfe

Emoluments derived by her from them ; for all their
Difficulties and Diftreffes in fixing themfelves, what
was the Recompence made them? A Communica-
tion of her Rights in general, and particularly of
that great one, the Foundation of all the reft---that
their Pmpmg, acquired with fo much Pain and Ha-
zard, fhould be difpofed of by * none but themfelves,
---or, to ufe the beautiful and emphatic Language of
the facred Scriptures, ¢ that they fhould fit every
Man under his Vine, and under his Fig-Tree, axp
NONE SHOULD MAKE THEM AFFRAID.” } i

Can any Man of Candour and Knowledge deny,
that thefe Inftitutions, from an Affinity between
Great-Britain and her Colonies, that fufficiently fe-
cures their Dependance upon her? Or, that for her
to levy Taxes: upon them, is to reverfe the Nature
of Things ? Or, that the can purfue fuch a Meafure,
without reducing them to a State of Vaffalage ?

If any Perfon cannot conceive the Supremacy of
Great-Britain to exift, without the Power of laying
Taxes to levy Money upon us, the Hiftory of the
Colonies and of Grear-Britain, fince their Settlement,
will prove the contrary.- He will there find the a-
mazing Advantages arifing to her from them---the
conftant Exercife of her Supremacy---and their filial
Submiffion to it, without a ﬁngle Rebellion, or even
the Thought of one, from their firft Emigration, to
this Moment---and all thefe Things have happened,
without an Inftance of Great-Britain laying Taxes to

* levy Money upon them,

How many Britih Authors 1 have demonftrated

* The Power of taxing themfelves was the Privi-
leges of which the Englyb, were, WITH REASON,
PARTICULARLY JEALOUS. Hume's Hiftory of Eng-
land., '

+ Mic. iv. 4.
1 It has been Gid in the Houfe of Commons, when

Complaints have been made of the Decay of Trade to
any Part of Eurcpe, ¢ That fuch Things were not
worth Regard, ‘as Great-Briiain was poffeft of Colonies
that could confume more of her Manufaftures than the
was able to fupply them with.”

« As the Cafe now ftands, we fhall fhew that the

. Plantations are a Spring of Wealth to this Nation, that

they awark for us, that their Treafure ceaters all kbere,
and that the Laws have tied them faft enough to us;
fo that it muft-be through our own Fault and Mifma-
nagement, if they become independent of Englaxd.”
!DAVENANT on the Plantation Trade.
¢ It is better that the Iflands fhould be fupplied from
the Northern Colonies than from EnglazJ, for this
Reafon; the Provifions we might fend to Barbads,
amaica, &c. would be unimprov'd Produ& of the
Earth, as Grain of all Kinds, or fuch Produét, where
there is little got by the Improvement, as Malt, Sale,
Beef and Pork s indeed, the Exportation of Sait-Fifh
thither would be more advantageous, but the Goods
which we fend to the Nerthern Colonies, are fuch, whofe
Improvement may be juftly faid, one with another, to
be near Four-Fifths of the Value of the avbele Cemmo-
‘52, as Apparel, Houthold Furniture; and ‘many other
Things.”

Idem.,
¢ New-Esglaxd is the moft prejudicial Plantation to
the Kmdom of Exgland; and yet, to do Right to that
moft indufirious Exglifp - Colony, I, muft confefs, that
tho’ we loofe by their unlimited J'rade with other fo«
reign Plantations, yet we are v great Gainers by
their dire@ Tradeto and from O4- . Our year- *
ly Exportations of Englip Manufattures, Malt, and
other Goods, from hence thither; amounting, in my
Opinion, to Ten Times the Value of what is imported
from thence; which Calculation 1 do not make at
Random, but, upon mature Cenfideratios, and, per-
adventure, upon as such Experience in this Trade,
as any other Porfon will prctcnd to; andtl erefore,
. whenever Réformation of our Correfpondency in Trade
with that People fhall;be thought on, it will, in my
poor Judgment, requirc GREAT Texpxrness, and
VEIRY SERIOVS CIRCUMSPECTION.™ e )
., 7« ' - &ir.JostaH CHILD's Difeeyrfe en Trades
t'Our Plintations fpend moftly our Esglifd.Manus

- fa&tures, and thofe ¢f ‘all Serts almoft imaginable, in egre-

gions Epantitiesy and employ near Tapo Thirds of aﬂ!

) Tpd Y

that the prefent Wealth, Power, and Glory of their’
Country, are founded upon thefe Colonies?. As con-
ftantly as Streams tend to the Ocean, have they been
pouring the Fruits' of all their Labours, into their
Mother’s Lap. Good Heaven! And, fhall a total
Oblivion of former Tendeinefles and Bleflings be
?read over the Minds of a wife People, by the for-

id A&s of intriguing Men, who covering their fel-
fih Proje@s under Pretences of Public-Good, firft
enrage their Countrymen into a Frenzy of Paffion,
and then advance their own Influence angd Intereft,
by gratifying’ that Pafion, which they themfelves
have bafely excited ?

Englith Skigping; fo that we have more People in Eng-
lard, by reafon of our Plantations in_dmerica.” Idem.
Sir JosiaH CHILD fays, in another Part of his Work;
¢ That not more than Fifty Families are maintained
in E»;glazd by the refining of Sugar.”” From'whence,
and from what Dawexant fays, it is plain, that the Ad-
vantages here faid to be derived from the Plantations
by England, muft be meant chiefly of the continental
Colonies. i

¢¢ I fhall fum up my whole Remarks on our Amepican
Colonies, with this Obfervation, that as they are a cer-
tain annual Revenue of feveral Millions Sterling to
their Mother-Country, they ought carefully to be pro-
tected, duly encouraged, and every Opportunity that
prefents, improved for their Increment and Advantage;
as every one they can poffibly reap, muft at leaft return
to us with Intereft.” BeawEs's Lex Merco Redi 4
« We may fafely advance, that our Trade and Na- .
vigation are greatly increafed by our Colonies, and that
they really are a Source of Treafure and Naval Power 3
to this Kingdom, fince tkey avork for usy and their Trea-
Jure centers Fere.  Before their Settlement, our Manu-
factureswere few, and thofe but indifferent ; the Num-
ber of Ep¥lifp Merchants very fmall, and the whole
Shipping of the Nation much inferior to what now be-
Sngs to the Northern Colonies only. Téefe are certain
Falls. But, fince their Eftablithment, our Condition
has altered for the better, almoft to a Degree beyond
Credibility. Our MaANUFACTURESs are prodigioufly
increafed, chiefly by the Demand for them in the Pian-
tations, where they AT LEAST TAKE OFF ONE HaLv7,
and fupply us with many valuable Commodities for
Exportation, which is as great an Emolument to the
Mother Kingdom, as to the Plantations themfelves.”
POSTLETHWAYT's Uriv. Didk:

of Trade and Commerce.
«¢ Moft of the Nations of Eurgpe have interfered with
us, more or lefs, in divers of our Staple Manufaftures;
within Half a Century, not only in our Woollen, but %
in our Lead and Tin Manufactures, as well as our
Fifheries.” Idern.
¢ The Inhabitants of our Colonies, by carrying on
a Trade with their fereign Neighbours, do not only ocs
cafion a greater Quantity of the Goods and Merckardizes
of Europe keing fent frim bente to them, and a greater
Qx-:mtit)' of the Produét of America, to be fent from
them bither, avkich avould gtherwife be carvied from,” and
brought to Europe by Foreigners, but an Increafe of the
Seamen and Navigation in thofe Parts, which isof i

great Strength and Security, as well as of t Ad- -
vantage to our Plantations in general. And thoogh
feme of our Colenies are mot only for preventing the
Importations of all Goods of the fame Species they- iﬂ.iuc:,
but fuffer i uxs of

articular Planters to keep great
Land in their Poffeffan ancultivated, with Defign to pre-
vent new Settlements, whereby they imaginé the Prices
of their Commodities may be affected ; yet, if it Be con-
fidered, that the Markets of Great-Britain depend on the
Marketsof ALL Europe ingeneral, and that the Exropean
Markets iz general, depend on the Proportion between &
the aznual Confuwnption and the avbole Quantity of ecach .
Species dunually producedby ALL Nations s itmiuft follow, " ¥
that whether we or Foreigners are the Producers, -Car-
riers, Impdrters and Exporters of . American” Producey  §
yet their refpe&ive Prices in each Colory (the Difference .3
of Freight, Cuftoms and Importations confidered) wjll !
always bear Proportion to the general Confsmptian of 4
the avbole Quantity of gich Sort, produced in &l Colnies,
- and in all Parts, allowing only for the ufual ‘Contin-
encies that Trade and- Commerce, Agriculture and
anufadtures are liable to in all Countries.™ Ider.
"4 It is certaln; that from the very Time Sir Waler
Raleigh, the Father of our EJ;E/) Colonies, 4nd ‘his
‘Affociates, firft projected thefe Eftablithrhents, there
‘have been Perfons who havé fdund an Intereft in mifre- -
prefenting or leﬂ'eninilt,l:‘e Value of them.——The At-
tempts were called chimerical ahd dangerous. ® After °
' taalignant Suggeftions were mnede about™
glifbmen to the obftinatz Defire o
ttling Colonies 1n ouptries which then produced
very little Advantage. But as thefe Difficulties were.
Frzdually furmounted, thofe Complaints vanifhed.” No
2 oner were thefz Lamentations gver, but otbers arofe in
their. Stead 3 wEen jt could be no longer faid, that the
" Colonies were ufelefs, it was alledged that they were'not -
ufeful enaugh to their Mother Country,; that, while wa
‘were loaded with ‘Taxes, they werC'apfolutd¥‘fne.)
that the Planters lived like Princes, while the Tnbabi-
‘tants of Englapd laboured hard for a»:olcr:}blg__S\} fif- S8
fefioe,” ol Rl e R 3
« Before the Sestlement of thefe Colonies," “fays:
Poftlettawayt, * our Manufaltures were few, ;and thofe §

wards man
_f’}criﬁ(;ing o many. Ex
e
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